Jackson Central-Merry High School

“Piano” Syllabus

Fall Semester, 2012

Class Website: www.jcmpiano.yolasite.com

(This website is where students and parents can obtain choir information for class assignments and events. Please check it regularly. You may also access this site through the school website by clicking links.)

Course: Piano
Teacher: Mrs. Lauren Malecha

Location: Melody Hall, Room 84 – Band Room
Block: Third Block
I. Course Description and Rationale:
This course is designed to expand the knowledge of each participant by allowing growth in musical and personal skills.  Each student will be required to learn the designated pieces of music to a performance level. Students in this class will be required to learn music terminology, technique, and basic skills that especially focus on the piano.   

II. Course Topics
In this course, we will be covering music from various styles including Renaissance, Classical, Romantic, and modern music.  We will be covering music theory, scales, and technical fingering and positions associated with the piano.

III. Course Objectives
The student will be able to:

· Identify and understand the elements of music.

· Create music using newly acquired knowledge.
· Create music alone and with others.

· Differentiate between the diverse styles of music.

· Express themselves through musical expression.

· Reach a level of proficiency that enables musical excellence through musically expressive and technically accurate performances.
IV. Required Items – 3 Ring Binder – 1 ½  inch with side pockets, notebook paper, Dividers (5 pack) pencils, Pack of note cards – 100 count, , and A GREAT ATTITUDE!

V. Textbook:

Each student will be issued a piano book. This book must be returned in the same condition as it was received.
VI. Instructional Methods:

Small group activities, think-pair-share, discussion web, word analogies and whole group activities.

VII. Evaluation and Grade Assignment: 

All grading requirements may be changed at the disposal of the teacher.  The teacher reserves the right to change whatever necessary for the betterment of the class.

Students will be tested on various pieces of music and will be required to participate in a mid-term and final recital.
             All grading for this class will be calculated using a point system. Students will be required to keep up with their points in their binders. To calculate one’s grade, follow the following formula:

   

Points earned by students =   Grade point average for class


Total points available.
Common Expectations:

1. Take Responsibility for your learning

2. Be quick to listen, slow to speak.

3. Greet each other with a smile.

4. Keep your learning area neat and orderly.

5. Speak and write in complete sentences

JCM Vision:

Our vision for JCM is that every decision we make as an educational family will directly impact student success and high performance as it relates to college readiness in a global community.

JCM Mission:

Our mission is to empower each student to excel beyone state, national, and global standards.

VIII. Policies

All policies are posted in the classroom will also be given to each student to have in their notebook:

I have read the previous information and understand the course instruction and intent.  I also realize that the teacher reserves the right to modify this and any other rules/procedures as she sees fit for the students. 

Student Signature:____________________________    Date:___________

Parent Signature:_____________________________    Date:___________
Parent Name (print) and Phone number to reach:

______________________________________________________________
(Please have this signed and returned to me by Wednesday! Once checked, this will stay in your notebook!)
A=93-100


B=85-92


C=75-84


D=70-74


F=Below 70








